(Christian Bale) is a heroic character who fights crime for justice.
But on the other hand, he is frequently confronted with an anxiety that his own exceptionality as a figure outside the law might lead to the destruction of the very society that he wants to save. This anxiety is problematized in the opening scenes where Batman finds some copycat vigilantes who try to imitate him on the street. When Batman subdues the drug criminals and the Scarecrow (Cillian Murphy), he warns the fake batmen, "Don't let me find you out here again." In response, one of these fake batmen asks him, "What gives you the right? What's the difference between you and me?" Batman answers, "I'm not wearing hockey pads." His somewhat amusing response intends to draw a rigid boundary between the authentic superhero and its copycats, but it does not provide the right answer to the question. In fact, Batman is himself given no absolute right to act outside the law on behalf of justice. The copycat vigilantes, appearing as they do at the film's start, thus serve to frame the film in terms of the problem of extra-legal justice and force Batman to rethink his role as the defender of justice for the city. Dent resembles the official hero of the Western who functions as a counterpart to the outlaw hero. However, the difference between this film and the classical Western is that Batman shows no reluctance in his fight against the evil. Unlike the outlaw heroes of the Western, Batman firmly believes in his mission for society because he recognizes the law's insufficiency to achieve justice. Furthermore, while the triangular love relationship among Batman, Harvey Dent and Rachel starts from a conventional melodramatic code also used by the Western, it resolves here with the tragedy of Rachel's death and Harvey Dent's disfigurement.
In fact, Rachel seems to a make a better stereotyped character from the Western than the two others. She is an old friend of Bruce Wayne/Batman and she already knows his double identity. She knows that he loves her, but she cannot marry him because she does not think he can settle down and raise a family with her. Finally, she wants to tell him of her decision in a letter, which she asks Bruce's butler Alfred (Michael Caine) to deliver to him at the right time.
The letter cannot be delivered to Bruce because Alfred does not want to shatter Bruce's illusory beliefs about her after her death. The truth that only Bruce does not know is as follows: I need to be honest and clear. I'm going to marry Harvey Dent. I love him, and I wanna spend the rest of my life with him. When I told you that if Gotham no longer needed Batman, we could be together. And I meant it. But now I'm sure the day won't come when you no longer need Batman. I hope it does. And if it does, I will be there, but as your friend. I'm sorry to let you down. If you lose your faith in me, please keep your faith in people.
She refuses to be Bruce's lover, and in doing so she tries to affirm the necessity of Batman's presence for the people of Gotham City. However, her wish does not result in a happy ending as she is killed and Harvey Dent becomes irrevocably damaged by the Joker's willful intrigues against Batman.
The Joker as Forger
The Joker (Heath Ledger) is the most problematic character of the film. Indeed, he is the villain as well as the main cause of all the big troubles in the city. But he is not just confined to the kind of LUCIUS. I'll help you this one time. But consider this my resignation.
As long as this machine is at Wayne Enterprises, I won't be.
BATMAN. When you are finished, type in your name.
Like Alfred Pennyworth, Lucius Fox (Morgan Freeman) acts not only as a faithful ally but also as an honest voice of conscience to
Batman. His critical response is based upon the unethical aspect of Batman's intention to justify an improper and wrong method for his goal. As Lucius mentions, the society will be in danger of totalitarianism, if one person (or one absolute power) can control all the people by its omniscient surveillance system. Batman also recognizes the danger of his method, so he wants to limit its use to just once. Lucius' name, which Batman wants Lucius to type in after the mission, is actually the password to make the system self-destruct.
This way that Batman chooses in agony seems to be quite opposite to the way that the Bush administration chose for the War on Terror.
In reaction to the 9/11 terrorists' attack, the administration worked diligently to legitimize an ever-increasing extension of surveillance and security, which exceptionally allows the acts of eavesdropping on telephone calls, monitoring emails, and tracking movements by satellites, all without judicial permission. As exemplified in Batman's monitoring system, the absolute power to control people in the form You truly are incorruptible, aren't you? Huh? You won't kill me out of some misplaced sense of self-righteousness. And I won't kill you, because you're just too much fun. I think you and I are destined to do this forever.
BATMAN. You'll be in a padded cell forever.
JOKER. Maybe we could share one. You know, they'll be doubling up the rate. This city's inhabitants are losing their minds.
BATMAN. This city just showed you that it's full of people ready to believe in good. JOKER. I took Gotham's white knight and I brought him down to our level. It wasn't hard. See, madness, as you know, is like gravity. All it takes is a little push. [Laughing] In this last dialogue with Batman, Joker mentions the reasons that both of them cannot remove each other. From Joker's perspective, he goes along with Batman as if they were two sides of the same coin.
He insists that he himself cannot be separated from Batman because they are destined to do the same fight forever. In this schema, Joker becomes an embodiment of dark power that inspires people to destroy. Complementing his evil partner, Batman becomes an embodiment of exceptional power that inspires people to rethink the definition of justice beyond the limit of law. In this respect, both aspects, when combined together, can cause American society to experience a paranoia wherein exceptionality functions as a normal code after the Bush administration's actions in response to the 9/11 attack. And since the heroism for both Batman and Harvey Dent is undermined by the Joker's deconstruction of the hidden violence of law and justice, the Joker can be understood as a figure who symptomizes the collective paranoia of American society with respect to "the war on terror," which was done in the name of justice.
